DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310-2600

MG 7 |\ ORI @7

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Army Environmental Office

Honorable John A. Boehner
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-~3508

Dear Congressman Boehner:

~ This replies to your letter of June 22, 1992, to
Sacretary Cheney, concerning the possibility of Department of
Defense ordnance being disposed of in the SKkinner Landfill in
Butler County, Ohio.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has recently completed
preliminary assessment studies for both the nearby former
Kings Mill Ordnance Plant and the former Sharonville
Engineering Supply Depot. ExXecutive real estate transaction
records were searched during the studies.

Results indicate that the former Kings Mill Ordnance
Plant was purchased from the Remington Arms Company in 1942.
Medium~caliber and small-arms ammunition were produced there
until 1944. The site was acquired by the U.S. Navy for
production of landing craft parts during 1944 and 1945. It
N was then excessed. There are no records of using the Skinner
Landfill for ordnance disposal. The Corps of Engineers is
conducting an environmental restoration project at the site.
Should any information on ordnance disposal become available,
the Corps will immediately provide that information to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The former Sharonville Engineering Supply Depot was
operated from 1942 until 1947 when the site was turned over
to the War Assets Administration. Later the General Services
Administration (GSA) assumed control of the installation and
operated the site as the Sharonville GSA Warehouse Facility.
Typically ordnance was never stored at any engineering supply
depot. Hence, there are no records of ordnance disposal at
Sharonville,

The U.S. Army Technical Escort Center surveyed the
entire Skinner Landfill in 1976 for any signs of chemical or
explosive items. No evidence of disposal of such military
materiel was detected. Additionally, no records were found



at the Army Chemical Research, Development and Engineering
Center concerning any ordnance disposal at the Skinner
Landfill.

I trust this information will be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

A,

ohn D. Glass
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
Chief, Army Environmental Office

Copies Furnished:

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (Environment, Safety
and Occupational Health).

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Attn: CEMP-RF

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Huntsville Division,
Attn: CEHND~ED-SY (Mr. Twing)
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i Mo, Rass Diffembach, region V BPA (Fedezal)

'p. M. Charies ¥. popuchott, Chief, BoLid Waste Disposal OTfick,
geata of Ohio lnvirqmnm Protaction Agency.

c. Mz. Allmn Traaks, ohio EPA Yublis Relations

4. Sherdff Weltom, Sherife of Butler Cousty, oK

6. “&E“hq £ discgssgggf;%uom. A sequence of events 19 atteched
as imclosure 1. A sugmary of the igporcant pctions is presented pelow:
a, MAY Glover and LT Heary were briefed st 0900 hours, 10 May 76,
by the Ohio EPA, USEFA, and Butler County lav enforcament officials on
gt the site. The chenical lagoon hed been coversd by geversl
N gear of sand and gravel and domastic refuse. At 1400 hours, ¥AJ Glover
and 1T Neaxy sade an serial yeconnaissancé of the site 1o aa Ohio State
National Guasd helicopter. The reconnaiseadcd ahowad that such at
the iand fill bad baen jevelled and & mound of gravel aod refuse $0m0
35~35 feet in dapth had baen placed over the chemical lagoon.

. Afger verification of qualifications of the USATEC tesn, &
geazth varrant was iasued by the sutler County Cotmon Pleas Courc.

c. At 1900 hrs, 10 May 76, s meeting was held with USIFA offscials,
MAS Glover, Mr., Skinver snd his legel counsal present. Following this
asaeting, MAJ Clover met with Mr. Skionmer and his legal counsel to dis-~
cuss the contents of the lend £411. 1+ was learned that the chemicals
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SAREA~TE, 26 May 1974
SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Iriy f19-76; Responge to the West Chaster,
Ohio, Chemical Land P41l Incidane

were not the toxic chemicals listed in the prelimisary tanfermation but
vers communrcisl chentcals used by the Fublisc Health Service and had been
disposed of several vesrs ago. Some explosives had been disposed of on
tha aite dy detonstion or burning. A variaety of industrial chemical
wsstes had dean disposed of on the gite. A sgarch warrant was sazved
on the morgilag of 11 May 76 by Butler County officiale. The USATEC team
wes taken to the ares By the owmer's soms. The estire land £ill asres
was survayed for suy signs of toxic chemicals, military hardware, ot
axplosive devices. None were found. The Ohio RPA, USEPA, and a locsl
suppozeting econtractor with a bulldoser and backhos came imto the land
111 aree. M3 Chemical Alarwms ware sot up at the upwind eomtrol poimt.

Squipment Operators were provided asd fitted with MY Field Protaective

Masks and instruated 4n thair use and emargency procedurss. The USATIC
tean providad continuous sonitoring of the excsvation ¢peration for
n{litary chemical or explosive deviges; nene ware detected. The chemical
lagoon was uncovared approximately 30 fest below the surface. KEPA offi-
adals obtained samples of industrial chemicals which had been dumped i(n
the lagoon. Tha USATEC geam comtinued o monieotr the operation until
back=€111ing was accomplished. .

7. gonelusion. No avidence of dispesal of mijitary chemical or exploe
siva items vas detacted at ghe aite by this oparation. Discussion wieh
the owner/operator of the land £411 supports this cemelueion.

8. &!cmmaum .

a. The USA Technical Escort Center continua to be tasked by appro- /\
priate hesdquarters to provide this type 0f asaistance tO maintaia a (‘
goodwill relationship with the civilian community.

b, The USA Tachnical Eecort Center continue to maintain thedr C (
i\

expertise in the ares of rendaring assistance involving commercial
chenical aseidencs/incidents in clvilisp communitias.

Gt v olran

3 Incl CARL V. GLOVER
1. Sequence of Events MAJ, Cmil
2, TPhotographs of the Commanding

ILxXcavation QOperacion
3. VYewspaper Releages
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Sequence of Sfgnificant Events:

10.

13.

13.

Y 3

76 - 1300 hys -~ axrived #oliday Inn, Ohto Rt 4,
Bl O PR e A i N T e YN

$ May 76 - 1800 hrs -~ meeting with Mr, Dif!oabnch to ba briefed on
the background and cyrrent situation.

10 May 76 » 0900 hrs -~ meeting with Faderal and State EPA offlclaly
on the course of sctions. :

-

10 May 76 - 1530 hre - Sesrch Warrant was obtained by Ohio EPA
lavyers to enter the Skinnet property at 0800 hrs, 11 May 76.

10 Mgy 76 ~ 1900-2340 hrs =~ attended g meering with EFPA offteials,
representatives fvom Chem Dynme Corp, lawpars for the Skinner's
and the Skinner family.

11 May 76 ~ 0830 hrs - Shexiff Walton sarved the Seatch Wartant to
Mr, Skizner at sha entrance t6 his landf111.

11 May 76 = 0845-1045 hrs - USA Tech Escort Centar team, using mine
and chemfiesl asgent detactors, searchad the landfill for any potential
hazardous explosiva or chemical materials.

11l May 76 ~ 1115 hzs - EPA started extavation of the burial pits.

11 May 76 ~ 1115-1848 hzs - 1liquid sludge and drums uacovered, IPA
officials took samples of the sludge and drums.

11 May 76 =~ 15451620 brs -~ excavated pits recovered,
12 May 76 + A630 hrs ~ depart Ykianar's landffil,

12 May 76 ~ 0800-1100 hrs - elasned and serviced pil USA Technisal
Escort Center equipment and protective clothing.

12 May 76 ~ 1300 hrs « departed West Chester, Chia.



